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VARIICHTHYS, A REPLACEMENT NAME FOR THE TERAPONTID
FISH GENUS VARIA AND FIRST RECORD OF V. LACUSTRIS FROM
AUSTRALIA

Gerald R. Allen*

Vari (1978) revised the family Terapontidae (spelled Theraponidae or Teraponidae by some
authors). These perch-like fishes inhabit the Indo-West Pacific region with 33 of 45 known
species being confined to fresh waters of Australia and New Guinea. Vari provisionally
assigned Therapon jamoerensis Mees (1971) from southern New Guinea to the genus
“Terapon”. He stated that it belonged to a new genus, but failed to describe it because of its
uncertain relationships. Although he did not examine specimens of Therapon lacustris Mees
and Kailola (1977), Vari mentioned in the addendum of his 1978 work that it was possibly the
sister species of T. jamoerensis.

Allen (1991) eventually placed the two species in anew genus Varia. However, Carl J. Ferraris,
Jr. of the Department of Ichthyology at the American Museum of Natural History (New York)
recently informed the author that this generic name is preoccupied. Walker (1867) described Varia
as a new genus of moths (Lepidoptera). Therefore, its use for terapontid fishes is invalid. The
replacement name Variichthys is proposed herein.

Abrief diagnosis of this genus is presented below and the firstrecord of its presence in Australia
is noted.

Variichthys, nom. nov.
Varia Allen, 1991: 128 (preoccupied by Varia Walker 1867, a genus of Lepidoptera).

Type species
Therapon jamoerensis Mees, 1971: 214.

Diagnosis

A genusof terapontid fishescharacterised by the following combination of features: posttemporal
bone covered externally with skin and scales, not expanded posteriorly, and not having a serrate
posterior margin; two fin spines arising from the first proximal dorsal pterygiophore; lateral-line
scale count 55-66; each jaw with a band of fixed (non-depressible), conical teeth, the outer row
somewhat enlarged; dorsal rays XIIto XIV, 10 or 11; anal rays 111, 8 or 9; pectoral rays 14 or 15;
gill rakers on first arch 5 or 6+1+10 or 11; vertebrate 11+14.

Remarks
The genus contains two species: V. jamoerensis (Mees), comb. nov. known only from Lake
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Terapontid fish genus Variichthys

Jamur (sometimes spelled Jamoer or Yamur) in Irian Jaya (approximately 3°39'S, 134°58'E) and
V. lacustris (Mees and Kailola), comb. nov. formerly thought to be confined to the Fly River Delta
region of Papua New Guinea (see comments below).

FIRST RECORD OF V. LACUSTRIS FROM AUSTRALIA

A specimen of V. lacustris was recently presented to the author by Gordon Stables of Cairns,
Queensland. A number of individuals were caught (all released except one) with a seine net by
Mr. Stables in Twelve-Mile Lagoon, Mitchell River Drainage, Cape York Peninsula, Queensiand
(approximately 16°24'S, 143°09'E) in September 1992. This specimen is now deposited in the
collection of the Western Australian Museum (reg. no. WAM P.30652-001). The species was
previously known only from the Fly River Delta of Papua New Guinea, including the Balimo area,
Morehead River, Lake Murray, and the lower Fly River (Allen, 1991). It is apparently common
in Twelve Mile Lagoon in the Mitchell River system and future collecting will probably reveal a
broader distribution on Cape York Peninsula.

Counts and measurements for the specimen (164.2 mm SL) from Twelve-Mile Lagoon are as
follows: dorsal rays X111,10; anal rays I118; pectoral rays 14; mbed lateral-line scales 63; scales
in horizontal row just above lateral line 73; gill rakers on first arch 6+1+10; maximum body depth
66 mm; maximum body width 28.5 mm; head length 46.0 mm; snout length 13.2 mm; upper jaw
length 13.8 mm; eye diametre 11.1 mm; predorsal length 64.6 mm; prepelvic length 62.3 mm;
preanal icngth 111.1 mm; least depth of caudal peduncle 20.8; length of caudal peduncle 32.3 mm;
length of dorsal fin base 92.4 mm; longest (fourth) dorsal spine 30.2 mm; longest (first) soft dorsal
ray 23.8 mm; length of anal fin base 29.5 mm; longest (second) anal spine 26.9 mm SL; longest
(first) soft anal ray 26.5 mm; length of caudal fin 43.0 mm.
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Guide to Authors

Subject Matter:

Reviews, observations and results of research into all branches of natural science and human studies will
be considered for publication. However, emphasis is placed on studies pertaining to Western Australia. Full
length papers should not normally exceed 30 typed pages. Shortcommunications should not normally exceed
three typed pages and this category of paper is intended to accommodate observations, results or new records
of significance, that otherwise might not get into the literature. or for which there is a particular urgency for
publication. All material must be original and not have been published elsewhere.

Presentation:

Authors are advised to follow the layout and style in the most recent issue of the Rec. West. Aust. Mus.
including headings, tables, illustrations and references.

The title should be concise, informative and contain key words necessary for retrieval by modern searching
techniques. names of new taxa must not be included. An abridged title (not exceeding 50 letter spaces)
should be included for use as a running head.

An abstract must be given in full length papers but not short communications, summarizing the scope of
the work and principal findings. It should normally not exceed 2% of the paper and should be suitable for
reprinting in reference periodicals. Contrary to Recommendation 23 of the International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature it may include names of new taxa.

Footnotes are to be avoided, except in papers dealing with historical subjects.

The International System of units should be used.

Numbers should be spelled out from one to nine in descriptive text; figures used for 10 or more. For
associated groups, figures should be used consistently, e.g. 5 to 10, not five to 10.

Spelling should follow the Concise Oxford Dictionary.

Systematic papers must conform with the International Code of Botanical and Zoological Nomenclature
and, as far as possible, with their recommendations.

Synonymies should be given in the short form (taxon, author, date, page) and the full reference cited at
the end of the paper.

Manuscripts:

The original and two copies of manuscripts and figures should be submitted to the Editorial Committee,
¢/- Publications Department, Western Australian Museum, Francis Street, Perth, Western Australia 6000.
They must be in double-spaced typescript on A4 sheets. All margins should be at least 30 mm wide. Tables
plus heading and legends to illustrations should be typed on separate pages. The desired position for insertion
of tables and illustrations in the text should be indicated in pencil. Tables should be numbered consecutively,
have headings which make them understandable without reference to the text, and be referred to in the text.

High quality illustrations are required to size (13.5 cm x 18 cm) or no larger than 32 cm x 40 cm with sans
serif lettering suitable for reduction to size. Photographs must be good quality black and white prints, not
exceeding 13 cm x 18 cm (5 inches x 7 inches). If scale line and lettering are required on photographs do
not place directly on to print. They should be positioned on a clear paper or film overlay. Scale must be
indicated onillustrations. Allmaps, line drawings, photographs and graphs, shouldbe numbered in sequence
and referred to as Figure/s in the text and captions. Each must have a brief, fully explanatory caption. On
acceptance an IBM compatible disk containing ali corrections should be sent withamended manuscript. The
disk should be marked with program (e.g. Wordperfect, Wordstar, etc) and exact caichline used.

In papers dealing with historical subjects references may be cited as footnotes. In all other papers
references must be cited in the text by author and date and all must be listed alphabetically at the end of the
paper. The names of journals are abbreviated according to World List of Scientific Periodicals. The use of
‘unpublished data’ or ‘personal communication’ is discouraged.

Processing:

Papers and short communications are reviewed by at least two referees and acceptance or rejection is then
decided by the editors.

The senior author is sent one set of page proofs which must be returned promptly.

The senior author will receive fifty free offprints of the paper. Additional offprints can be ordered at page
proof stage.
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